York Minster today announced its services and events for Holy Week and Easter, the most important festival in the calendar for Christians around the world.
Â
The Dean of York, the Rt Revd Dr Jonathan Frost said:Â â€œIn Holy Week, we walk with Jesus through the Passion story: from his triumphal entry into Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday; to his trial, and execution, commemorated on Good Friday; through the grief and silence of Holy Saturday, to the utter joy of the resurrection on Easter
Day. We bear witness to the love of God, which overcomes even death itself, and will never abandon us â€“ love which leads to life in its fullest sense. This is our story! This
is our song!â€•
Â
Services and events inside the Minster will be facilitated in accordance with the Minsterâ€™s strict Covid-security measures, with social distancing, hand sanitising, a oneway system, cleaning of all surfaces between visits and no more than 75 people in the cathedral at any one time.Â Pre-booking for the main Easter services is essential.Â
Palm Sunday â€“ 28th March
Â
Eucharist for Palm Sunday
10.30am â€“ Livestream (with limited tickets for congregation).
At the Eucharist we hear the Passion Gospel, sung by the Songmen and Choral Scholars of York Minster and bless palm crosses, as a reminder of Jesusâ€™ entry into
Jerusalem, and what would come afterwards. This service turns from triumph to sorrow, marking the beginning of Jesusâ€™ journey to towards the cross.
Â
Choral Evensong for Palm Sunday
4pm â€“ Livestream (with limited tickets for congregation).
A service of Choral Evensong which prepares us for our walk with Christ through Holy Week. The Preacher will be Canon Maggie McLean.
Â
Monday 29th March
Â
7pm - A Service of Lament (Online Premiere).
There is a long tradition of Lament in the Scriptures, where people of faith raise their voices to God in grief. In this season of Lent we provide a short service in which we
can express our grief and sadness to God, with hope that God is with us in sorrow, and will hear our cries.
Â
Tuesday 30th March
Â
7pm - Candlelit Compline - Online Premiere
A beautiful candlelit service of night prayer with music and stillness. This service is a form of prayer said at the completion of the day, and traditionally after this service
we are encouraged to enter into a time of silence.
Â
Wednesday 31st March
Â
7pm â€“ Tenebrae - Online Premiere
The service of Tenebrae takes its name from the Latin word for â€˜darknessâ€™ or â€˜shadows.â€™ It is a solemn reflection on the searing events of Holy Weekâ€”in
readings from the Gospels, psalmody, music and silence.Â Candles are gradually extinguished until only a single candle, considered a symbol of Christ, the light of the
world, remains. Toward the end of the service, the â€˜Christ candleâ€™ is hidden, typifying the apparent victory of the forces of evil over good.Â At the end, a loud noise
is made (the strepitus), symbolizing the earthquakes at the time of his death and his resurrection. The hidden candle is then restored to its place, symbolizing the triumph
of good over evil.
Â
Maundy Thursday â€“ 1st April
Â
11am - The Chrism Eucharist (Livestream only)
The Archbishop of York will preside and preach at the Chrism Eucharist and will bless holy oils for use through the coming year. Traditionally, in this service, ordained
and lay ministers from across the Diocese gather together to renew their vows and their commitment to ministry. Because we are unable to gather together this year, the
service will be live-streamed for the first time enabling everyone to participate in this moving and memorable act of worship.Â
Â
7pm - The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday: A Eucharist of the Last Supper
(Livestream with limited tickets for congregation).
The Eucharist of the Last Supper recalls the final meal Jesus shared with his disciples in the upper room, before his arrest and trial. As we bless bread and wine, we
follow his command to proclaim his death until he comes in glory. In a year when many have been unable to partake physically in the Eucharist, this service will help us all
reflect on the meaning of the body and blood of Christ, and how we can be bound together through this sacrament even in its absence. The preacher will be Canon Michael
Smith.
Â
Good Friday â€“ 2nd April
Â
10am - The Liturgy of Good Friday (Livestream with limited tickets for congregation).
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A simple service in which we gather at the foot of the cross to pray, with readings and music. The Preacher will be the Dean of York, the Rt Revd Dr Jonathan Frost.
Â

Â
How to access the livestream services and online events
To access York Minsterâ€™s livestream services, online premieres and events, for Holy Week and Easter go to www.yorkminster.org
Â
How to access ticketed services
In order to safely maintain the guidelines for social distancing, admission for the most popular services will be by pre-booked ticket only. Book at
https://yorkminster.org/whats-on/
7 min read
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